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CAMPAIGN AGAINST MORAL PERSECUTION 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.59 pm]: One of my constituents contacted me earlier this month to remind me that 
this year we celebrate 50 years since the establishment of the WA branch of Campaign Against Moral Persecution. 
My constituent was a former president and volunteer and also served on the committee between 1978 and 1986. 
Set up in May 1971 to focus on advocacy for the LGBTQIA+ community, the Campaign Against Moral Persecution 
sought to abolish discriminatory laws against male sexual relations. It was one of the first gay rights groups in 
Australia. It was originally intended to respond to media misinformation, but it rapidly became a national organisation 
with branches in all states and capitals and took on a more broadly inclusive role for the gay community. 
In May 1971, a small advertisement appeared in the personal column of the classified section of The Sunday Times. 
It stated that people who would like information regarding homosexuality to assist in the development of a proper 
social understanding should write to the David Widdup Campaign Against Moral Persecution. Seventy people replied 
and, subsequently, a WA branch was formed. By the end of that year, 500 members had joined and the association 
had its own clubrooms. 

CAMP WA has played an important role in campaigns to find a more equitable space for LGBTQIA+ people. I am 
so proud that members of my rainbow community stood up and fought for equality and recognition. I recognise the 
work that former Attorney General Jim McGinty did in law reform in this space and congratulate CAMP WA. 

Sitting suspended from 1.00 to 2.00 pm 
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